
SPRING 
Check hives for winter survival: do “heft 
test” heavy hive = many bees, light hive = 
less bees


Feed the bees: use sugar syrup (1s:1w 
ratio), pollen patties, grease patties or 
fondant.  


Unwrap hives: wait until daytime highs 
are above 10c  for a week and nights 
around 0c.


Hive inspection: look for queen, eggs, 
honey, diseases/pests, and apply chosen 
treatments. 


Order new bees: nucs to start 

new hives or mated queens 

to replace old/missing 

queens.

Summer 
Hive inspection(s): look for queen, 
capped brood, eggs, swarm cells, 

pollen, and disease/pests. Split large 
hives or add brood boxes to avoid 

swarming due to lack of room.


Add queen excluder & honey supers: 
once 70-80% of frames in hive are full.


Harvest honey: when at least 1/3 of 
honey is capped with wax, replace with 

empty frames.


Remove queen excluder & honey 
supers: before end of honey 


flow so hives can produce 

honey for themselves 


for winter.

Fall 
Medicate: if wanted/needed, apply any 
medications against AFB, EFB, Nosema, 
and mites.


Feed the bees: use sugar syrup (2s:1w 
ratio), pollen patties, grease patties or 
fondant. Patties can be left in over winter. 
Each hive needs min. 60lbs of honey to 
survive winter.  


Prepare for winter: wrap hives, add 
entrance reducer, add metal mouse guard, 
ensure good ventilation of entrances, and 
combine weaker hives if wanted.

WINTER 

Check hive entrances: make sure they 
have not become blocked by snow or 

dead bees. 


Read books about beekeeping ;)


Relax and hope for the best until spring!

SEASONAL BEE CARE


